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Chapter normal, compacts are made in the names of sovereigns.
VIL Where, on the other hand, they are made in the name of
Governments, the Governor in Council is the normal
authority for ratification. Nor so far has the Governor-
General been authorised to accredit envoys to other
powers, though he in Council is the authority under
which delegates from the Dominion to the League
Council and Assembly perform their functions. The
position is clearly complex and unstable.
How far in time of war the minor royal prerogatives
can be assumed to pass to the Governor-General is
uncertain. In the Australian case, Joseph v. Colonial
Treasurer of New South Wales,1 the issue was raised
whether action taken by the State under the Wheat
Pool scheme infringing private rights could be justified
under the war prerogative, which it was suggested was
being exercised by the'State Government under delega-
tion from the Governor-General of the Commonwealth.
The contention ultimately failed to convince the High
Court, which was clearly of opinion that, if the im-
perial war prerogative could be exercised in such a
way in Australia without special delegation from the
Crown, it could only be exercised by the Governor-
General and could not be delegated in such a way as to
validate the action taken in the case before the Court.
A definite opinion in favour of the possession by the
Governor-General of Canada of some measure of delega-
tion can be found in Sir R. Borden's contention2 in
1917, that it rested with the Dominion Government
and not the British Government to decide as to the pro-
priety of the requisitioning in the United Kingdom of
1 (1918), 25 C.L.R. 32.
2 Canadian Constitutional Studies, pp. 121, 122.